
Comfort, durability, and ease of handling are just some of the 
attributes of a quality, functional garden tool. Remember, size 
does matter. If you are getting some garden tools for your child, 
make sure that the tools are size-appropriate. 

Garage sales, auction sales and flea markets might be good 
places to start your search and help keep your money in your 
pockets. For child-specific equipment, you might have to 
spend a lot of time searching through these options before 
finding what you need.

For the very basics, you will want to get a:

l Spade … to dig and loosen the soil (the smallest sized
spade is called a trowel; it is extremely handy for digging
small holes for your plantings);

l Hoe … to move the soil around plants, removing weeds
and creating furrows for planting;

l Watering can … for the all-important watering that will
be needed throughout the season;

l Bucket or container … to carry all your materials
back and forth from your garden, and as a place
to store your tools between visits.

But most importantly, get some well-fitting 
garden gloves … to keep your hands clean and dry and to help protect them from scrapes and 
scratches.
As your days in the garden lengthen, keep a lookout for good deals on shovels, rakes, brooms and 
wheelbarrows to add to your equipment collection.
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Tools of the Trade
Garden tools help make gardening easier.
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And remember, your garden tools are an investment. If you put them away clean and dry after each use, it will prevent rust and keep 
them sharp and ready for your next trip to “the patch.”

Handy and Helpful Extras to Make Gardening Easier
As a gardener, you are going to find that you will start to collect 
things for a rainy-day or not-so-rainy-day to use in your garden. 
Often things that might otherwise be destined for the garbage 
bin can be saved for use in the garden. One person’s trash 
can become a fabulous garden treasure.

l CDs can be strung in the garden to serve as a modern-day
scarecrow to ward off unwanted feathered and furry
visitors.

l String can be used to gently tie-up growing
plants.

l Wire Clothes Hangers can, with a little
imagination and determination, be fashioned into
wire cages for tomatoes or as stakes for
climbing plants such as beans and peas.

l Pantyhose can help as garden ties as well as
being used as an insert in pots to contain the
soil and help with drainage.


